o NCES  should assume   responsibility   for coordinating  U.S.   involvement
(Smith).

o Financial support should  be continued with   emphasis  on  test and
sample  designs   that permit comparisons  over  time   (Murnane).

o There  should be a  regular schedule  for IEA test administration
(Murnane).

o To improve local cooperation and reduce the nonresponse rate,
the Council of Chief State School Officers should be involved
in administering the tests (Murnane).

o NCES and NIE  should fund research  on  international   data   (Bishop).

Bishop also  makes a  strong   argument that the  international   data should be  made
more   available and suggests  that NCES publish a   number  of  additional
international  data tables,   including  more detail   on   science and math,   reading
comprehension,   literature,   and  civil attitudes  and   education.

Private  and Public School Data.     The  discussion  of  private  school  data is most
intriguing,   even though  only  a   few writers   address   the  topic.

Murnane makes  the point that  there are  in reality   three different types  of
non-public  schools:

o The  "traditional" non-public  schools,   characterized by religiously
affiliated  schools   and a variety  of   other not-for-profit schools.

o A  growing   number of   for-profit schools.

o A  vast array  of  "after-hours"  schools  which   often complement public
schools.

Murnane believes  that we  need  data  on  the number and  characteristics   of   students
who enroll in this  last category of  schools in order  to better understand
differences in student achievement  scores.

The National Education Association urges that the  data  elements  in the private
and public  school surveys  be  aligned  so that  the   data  sets are comparable.
Scott-Jones goes  even further suggesting  that comparisons  on achievement be  made
between  those public  school students in college   preparatory programs  and the
private  school population.     She  believes  that if  this were done some   of   the
higher achievement  scores   for private  school students would be  diminished.

Hannaway discusses  the need  to  factor  out self-selection  effects  in  measurements
of private schools.     She suggests  that to distinguish self-selection effects
from school effects requires  a   data collection  effort that studies a  small
number of   communities over  time.
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